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1- Volleyball @ Banner County — 4pm

1 - Football @ Banner County — 7pm

3 - Volleyball Round Robin @ Hyannis — 10am
5-10 Homecoming Week

6 - Volleyball @ Paxton — Spm

7- 4% grade Flowerfield

7 - FFA Area Land Judging

7 - JH Volleyball / Football vs Morrill — 1pm

9 - Volleyball vs South Platte — 4:30pm

9 - Football vs South Platte — 7pm

10 - JH MAC Volleyball @ Bayard — 9am

10 - Homecoming Dance — 7pm

12 - Board Meeting — 6pm

13 - Volleyball Triangular @ Creek Valley — 4pm
14 - FFA State Land Judging

14 - JH Volleyball / Football @ Banner County @ 1pm
16 - Football vs Creek Valley — 7pm

17 - MAC Volleyball @ Bridgeport — 8am

19 - Professional Development — NO SCHOOL
20 - Volleyball Triangular @ Leyton — 4pm
21-24 FF A National Convention

23 - Football @ Garden County — 2pm

26-27 Volleyball Subdistricts — TBD

26-30 Red Ribbon Week (see flyer)

28 - District Livestock/Poultry Judging & Forestry @ Hemingford

30 - Trunk or Treat — 245pm (see ﬂyer)—Check Facebook for possible date/time changes due
to FB playoffs

30 - Football Playoffs — 1% round - TBD
30 - JH Wrestling @ Banner County — 9am
31 - Volleyball Subdistricts - TBD

**********%***********************************************************************

*ALL ACTIVITY TIMES ARE APPROXIMATE AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE™

Also visit the Leyton School website @ www.leytonwarriors.org

**********************************************************************************



Proceedings of Leyton Public Schools Board of Education
Cheyenne County School District #17-0003
August 31, 2026
High School Library
Budget Workshop
6:00 PM

Call to Order:
The budget workshop of the Leyton Public School District Board of Education was called

to order on August 31, 2026, at 6:00 PM, in the Library of Leyton High School, Dalton,

NE 69131. The Open Meetings Act was posted on the wall of the Library. Publicized notice of
the meeting was posted at Leyton High School, Leyton Elementary/JH, at various business in the
community, and on the school website (www.leytonwarriors.org) on or before Thursday, August

27,2026.

Attendance Taken at 6:00 PM.

Benish: Present
Mr. Ernest:  Present
Mrs. Ernest:  Present
Jones: Present
Schumacher: Present
Wiedeman:  Present

Also present were Mr. Jones, Mr. McLaughlin, Mrs. Kruse, and Mrs. Haley.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and there was no communication to the board.

There were no public comments made during the meeting.

Moved by Benish, seconded by Jones to approve the agenda. Roll Call vote: Benish: Yea, Mr.
Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Emest: Yea, Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea. Motion Carried.

Yea: 6, Nay: 0.
Regular Agenda:

Mr. McLaughlin presented the Budget Workshop to the Board of Education, including the
proposed budget, tax request, and anticipated levy that can be expected for approval at the
September 14, 2026 Regular Meeting.

After the presentation, there were opportunities for public comment, and no public comments
were made.

Informational Items:

Next Meeting: September 14, 2026, Budget Hearing to begin at 6:00 PM at the Leyton High
School Library.



September 14, 2026, immediately following the Budget Hearing, the Property Tax Hearing will
be held.

September 14, 2026, immediately following the Budget Hearing and Property Tax Hearing, the
Regular Board meeting will be held.

Adjournment

Moved by Mrs. Ernest, seconded by Wiedeman to adjourn the meeting at 7:13 PM. Roll Call
vote: Mr. Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Emest: Yea, Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea, Benish:

Yea. Motion Carried Yea: 6, Nay: 0.

Approved by, Respectfully Submitted,
] A
Suzy Erni t, Secretary Matt MCL&UQ-I‘I:I/‘I“I,

Leyton Board of Education Recording Secretary



Proceedings of the Leyton Public Schools Board of Education
Cheyenne County School District #17-0003
September 14, 2026
High School Library
Budget Hearing
6:00 PM

Call to Order:
The regular board meeting of the Leyton Public School District Board of Education was

called to order on September 14, 2026, at 6:00 PM, in the Library of Leyton High School,
Dalton, NE 69131. The Open Meetings Act was posted on the wall of the Library. Public
notice of the meeting was posted in the Sidney Sun-Telegraph, Leyton High School, Leyton
Elementary/JH, at various businesses in the community, and on the school website
(www.leytonwarriors.org) on or before Thursday, September 10, 2026.

Attendance Taken at 6:00 PM.

Benish: Present
Mr. Emest:  Present
Mrs. Ernest:  Present
Jones: Present
Schumacher: Present
Wiedeman:  Present

Also present were Superintendent Matt McLaughlin, Principal Charles Jones, Janella Kruse,
Alison Haley, Austin Beutler, and Megan Rathman.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. There was no communication to the Board.

Mr. Schumacher presented the budget and opened the hearing for public comment: No members
of the community commented.

Moved by Jones, seconded by Benish, to adjourn the meeting at 6:02 PM. Roll Call vote:
Benish: Yea, Mr. Emest: Yea, Mrs. Ernest: Yea, Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea.

Motion Carried: Yea: 6, Nay: 0.

Approved by, Respectfully Submitted,

O e
F
Suz E, etary Matt McLaughlin,

Leyton Board of Education Recording Secretary



Proceedings of the Leyton Public Schools Board of Education
Cheyenne County School District #17-0003
September 14, 2026
High School Library
Tax Request Hearing
Immediately following the Budget Hearing

Call to Order:
The Tax Request Hearing of the Leyton Public School District Board of Education was

called to order on September 14, 2026, at 6:03 PM, in the Library of Leyton High School,
Dalton, NE 69131. The Open Meetings Act was posted on the wall of the Library. Public
notice of the meeting was posted in the Sidney Sun-Telegraph, Leyton High School, Leyton
Elementary/JH, at various businesses in the community, and on the school website
(www.leytonwarriors.org) on or before Thursday, September 10, 2026.

Attendance Taken at 6:03 PM.

Benish: Present
Mr. Emest:  Present
Mrs. Emest:  Present
Jones: Present
Schumacher: Present
Wiedeman:  Present

Also present were Superintendent Matt McLaughlin, Principal Charles Jones, Janella Kruse,
Alison Haley, Austin Beutler, and Megan Rathman.

Moved by Wiedeman, seconded by Mr. Ernest to approve the agenda. Roll Call vote: Benish:
Yea, Mr. Emest: Yea, Mrs. Ernest: Yea, Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea. Motion

Carried Yea: 6, Nay: 0.
Mr. Schumacher presented the tax request and opened the meeting for public comment.

No public comments were made.

Moved by Benish, seconded by Mrs. Ermest to adjourn the meeting at 6:05 PM. Roll Call vote:
Mr. Emest: Yea, Mrs. Ernest: Yea, Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea, Benish: Yea.

Motion Carried: Yea: 6, Nay: 0.

lly Submitted,

Approyed by, Respectfu
;;gﬁju /M‘ 7

L- .

Suzy Ernest, ary Matt McL liff;

Leyton Board of Education Recording Secretary



Proceedings of Leyton Public Schools Board of Education
Cheyenne County School District #17-0003
September 14, 2026
High School Library
Regular Board Meeting
Immediately Following the Budget and Tax Request Hearings

Call to Order:
The regular board meeting of the Leyton Public School District Board of Education was

called to order on September 14, 2026, at 6:05 PM, in the Library of Leyton High School,
Dalton, NE 69131. The Open Meetings Act was posted on the wall of the Library. Public
notice of the meeting was posted in the Sidney Sun-Telegraph, Leyton High School, Leyton
Elementary/JH, at various businesses in the community, and on the school website
(www.leytonwarriors.org) on or before Thursday, September 10, 2026.

Attendance Taken at 6:05 PM.

Benish: Present
Mr. Emest:  Present
Mrs. Ernest:  Present
Jones: Present
Schumacher: Present
Wiedeman:  Present

Also present were Superintendent Matt McLaughlin, Principal Charles Jones, Janella Kruse,
Alison Haley, Austin Beutler, and Megan Rathman.

There was no communication to the board.

Moved by Mrs. Ernest, seconded by Mr. Ernest, to approve the agenda. Roll Call vote: Benish:
Yea, Mr. Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Ernest: Yea, Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea. Motion

carried: Yea: 6, Nay: 0.
There were no public comments made at the meeting.

Reports:

Austin Beutler presented the STUCO report to the board. Mr. Jones and Mr. McLaughlin
presented their administrators’ report to the board.

Regular Agenda: Discussion Items

The board discussed the Farris Engineer contract of services for the HVAC project at Leyton
Public Schools.

The board discussed Policy #6025 Student Cell Phone and Other Electronic Devices.
The board discussed Policy #3051 Opioid Overdose Prevention and Response



Regular Agenda: Action Items

Moved by Mrs. Ernest, seconded by Jones, to recognize Mrs. Murray, Mrs. Jones, and Ms.
McDaniel for helping with the annual tailgate; Joe McCarn from the Cheyenne County Chamber
of Commerce for the $500 donation from calendar sales; and the Gurley Lions Club for their
work with vision and hearing screenings. Roll Call vote: Mr. Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Ernest: Yea,
Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea, Benish: Yea. Motion Carried: Yea: 6, Nay: 0.

Moved by Jones, seconded by Schumacher, to approve the minutes of the August 10, 2026,
Regular Board Meeting and the August 31, 2026, Budget Workshop. Roll Call vote: Mrs. Ernest:
Yea, Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea, Benish: Yea, Mr. Ernest: Yea. Motion

Carried: Yea: 6, Nay: 0.

Moved by Wiedeman, seconded by Mr. Ernest, to approve the claims, warrants, and transfers.
Roll Call vote; Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea, Benish: Yea, Mr. Ernest: Yea,

Mrs. Ernest: Yea. Motion Carried: Yea: 6, Nay: 0.

Moved by Wiedeman, seconded by Jones, to approve the budget as presented. Roll Call vote:
Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea, Benish: Yea, Mr. Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Ernest: Yea, Jones: Yea.

Motion Carried: Yea: 6, Nay: 0.

Moved by Benish, seconded by Schumacher, to approve the property tax request. Roll Call vote:
Wiedeman: Yea, Benish: Yea, Mr. Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Ernest: Yea, Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea.

Motion Carried: Yea: 6, Nay: 0.

Moved by Schumacher, seconded by Jones, to approve the recommended change to Policy
#6025 Student Cell Phone and Other Electronic Devices. Roll Call vote: Benish: Yea, Mr.
Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Emest: Yea, Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea. Motion Carried:

Yea: 6, Nay: 0.

Moved by Mrs. Ernest, seconded by Mr. Ernest, to adopt Policy #3051: Opioid Overdose
Prevention and Response. Roll Call vote: Mr. Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Ernest: Yea, Jones: Yea,
Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea, Benish: Yea. Motion Carried: Yea: 6, Nay: 0.

Moved by Jones, seconded by Mr. Ernest, to approve the agreement with Farris Engineering for
the HVAC system at Leyton Public Schools. Roll Call vote: Mrs. Ernest: Yea, Jones: Yea,
Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea, Benish: Yea, Mr. Ernest: Yea. Motion Carried; Yea: 6, Nay:

0.

Moved by Benish, seconded by Mrs. Ernest, to dispose of district equipment in a way that
benefits Leyton Public Schools. Roll Call vote: Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea,
Benish: Yea, Mr. Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Ernest: Yea. Motion Carried: Yea: 6, Nay: 0.

Moved by Schumacher, seconded by Wiedeman, to enter executive session to discuss legal
strategy involving the track at 6:59 PM. Roll Call vote: Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea,
Benish: Yea, Mr. Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Emest: Yea, Jones: Yea. Motion Carried: Yea: 6, Nay: 0.

Moved by Wiedeman, seconded by Mrs. Ernest, to return to open session with no action taken by
the board at 7:16 PM. Roll Call vote: Wiedeman: Yea, Benish: Yea, Mr. Ernest: Yea, Mrs.
Erest: Yea, Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea. Motion Carried: Yea: 6, Nay: 0.



Informational Items:

Next Regular Meeting: Monday, October 12, 2026, at 6:00 PM in the Leyton High School

Library.

Adjournment:

Moved by Benish, seconded by Jones, to adjourn at 7:16 PM. Roll Call vote: Benish: Yea, Mr.
Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Ernest: Yea, Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea. Motion Carried:

: 0.

Yea: 6, Nay

Approved by,

&

0

2 f

Suzy Ernest; Secretary
Leyton Board of Education

Respectfully Submitted,

Tl P -
Matt McLagghlin,

Recording Secretary

Leyton Public Schools - Pa

able Journal - September 2026

OPTK Service S 44.49 |MARC Supplies S 1,352.97
Amazon Supplies S 1,253.19 |Matthew McLaughlin Mileage & Telephone S 550.25
Blazing Trails Media Legal Notices S 109.92 |Morrill County Comm Hospital Heartsaver Training | S 760.00
Bug Off Pest Control Service S 175.00 |NE Councii of School Admin  |Conference S 360.00
Capital Business Systems |Copiers S 2,942.12 |NASB Workshops S 564.00
Cognia, Inc. Accreditation Fees | $ 4,000.00 [Nebraska Department of Ed  |Conference S 140.00
Correll Refrigeration Repairs & Maint S 290.00 |Nebraskaland Tire Tires & Install S 3,038.61
Crossroads Music Supplies S 49.50 [Nicholas Newkirk Mileage S 17.40
Crossroads Tech Service  [Cameras & Install S 1,041.00 |Nippon Sanson Matheson Shop Supplies S 584.18
Lindie DeBlois Mileage S 65.25 |NSASSP - Region V - Elem/JH  |Dues S 60.00
Dell Marketing Laptops S 2,470.12 |[NSASSP - Region V - HS Dues $ 60.00
Ferguson Signs Repairs & Maint S 8,960.00 |Shawn Oakes Mileage S 95.70
Finney's Supplies S 42.52 |Pediatric Home Service Nurse Services S 2,593.14
Mikaela Franzen Mileage S 113.10 |Perry Law Firm Legal Services S 4,940.00
Frenchmen Valley Fuel S 2,746.67 |Poster Studio Express Equipment S 4,745.00
Cody Gamble Mileage S 130.50 |Sagebrush Bar & Grill Other S 20.00
Gorsuch and Sons Inc Repairs & Maint S 2,756.95 |School Nurse Supply Supplies S 2,201.25
Gurley Diesel Repairs & Maint S 233.70 [SRMC - Hospital OT Services S 1,188.60
Wendy Hansen Mileage S 56.55 |[Simmons Olsen Law Firm Legal Services S 120.00
Highline Telephone S 665.96 |Software Unlimited Software Fee S 150.00
IXL Learning Curriculum $  6,188.75 |Staples Supplies S 36.10
JW Pepper Supplies S 124.88 |Ashton Van Anne Mileage S 113.10
JMC SIS Software S 4,827.64 |Village of Gurley Utilities ) 863.99
Charles Jones Mileage S 174.00 [Nancy Wagoner Mileage S 66.99
Faith Jones Mileage S 84.83 |Wheat Belt PPD Utilities S 6,798.69
Jostens Supplies S 9,449.77 Column Total S 31,419.97

Column Total| § 48,996.41 Monthly Total S 80,416.38




Every September, we launch into a new academic year filled with big hopes, ambition, and
goals for our students. But as the initial excitement settles and the daily rhythm takes over, it is
important to talk candidly about what it truly takes to reach those goals: school is hard work,
and success requires effort every single day.

Think of a student’s mind like a young plant.

When you place a seed in healthy soil, you don’'t dump a gallon of water on it once a month and
expect it to bloom into a strong, resilient flower. If you leave it sitting without sunshine, water,
and nourishment for days at a time, it simply will not grow into what you hoped for.

The human brain works the exact same way. Learning isn't about cramming the night before a
test or doing a massive sprint once a week. Brain growth happens through small, consistent,
daily interactions. Every single day a student reads a chapter, solves a math problem, asks a
thoughtful question, or reviews past mistakes, they are watering that plant. When a day is
missed, that growth stalls.

Meeting our district’s high academic expectations is not something our teachers can do alone,
nor is it something our students can carry by themselves. It takes every single one of
us—administrators, teachers, students, and families—working hard every single day.

We know family schedules are packed, but nurturing your child’s learning at home doesn't
require hours of extra time. It just requires consistency. Here are three simple ways to make
daily practice a non-negotiable habit in your home:

e Attach learning to an existing routine ("Habit Stacking™): Pair 10 to 15 minutes of
school-related work with something your family already does every day—like reading
right after dinner, practicing vocabulary words in the car during the morning commute, or
reviewing math concepts while preparing a meal.

e Create a dedicated, quiet "growth space": Set up a consistent, distraction-free spot at
home where study materials live. When your child sits there, their brain immediately
knows it's time to focus, making it easier to jump right into the work.

e Focus on daily effort over perfection: Ask your child, "What was something
challenging you worked through today?" rather than just "Did you get an A?" Celebrating
daily grit reinforces the idea that hard work is how we build intelligence.

Great things are never built in a day, but they are built daily. Thank you for partnering with our
schools, rolling up your sleeves alongside us, and helping us nourish our students' potential
every step of the way. If you have any questions or need additional support, please reach out to
our teachers or to me. | am in the same boat you are in, and I'm trying to practice this at my
home so all my kids bloom into amazing flowers that we can all admire and look back on the
hard work we put in every single day.



Importance of Early Literacy

Early literacy lays the foundation for a child’s future learning and success. As children grow
through PreK, kindergarten, and the primary grades, they develop important reading skills such
as recognizing letters and sounds, listening for sounds in words, blending sounds together,
reading words, and building fluency. These skills help children become confident readers and
give them the tools they need to enjoy reading and succeed in school for years to come.

When we identify areas of difficulty early, we can provide additional instruction and practice
before small gaps become larger challenges. Early intervention allows students to strengthen
important reading skills while they are still developing, helping them experience greater success
as they move through school.

At Leyton Public Schools, we use mCLASS DIBELS to help us understand how students are
developing important early reading skills. DIBELS is a brief assessment that looks at specific
skills that are important for learning to read.

DIBELS helps teachers:

Identify students who may need additional reading support

Pinpoint specific skills that need more instruction or practice

Monitor student progress over time

Adjust instruction based on what students need

Provide early intervention before reading difficulties become more significant

DIBELS is not a grade or a test that students pass or fail. Instead, it gives teachers useful
information about what a child can do independently and which reading skills may need

additional support. Our goal is simple: identify students' needs early, provide the right
support, and help every child become a successful reader.

mCLASS DIBELS is just one tool we use to understand and support each child’s reading
growth. We also consider classroom performance, other assessments, teacher observations,
and progress over time. Students build reading skills through Accelerated Reader (AR), which
encourages independent reading and comprehension. Our preschool students participate in
1,000 Books Before Kindergarten, and our local libraries in Dalton, Sidney, and Bridgeport
provide wonderful opportunities, activities, and new books throughout the year to support a love
of reading. A strong start in reading can make a difference for years to come. By identifying
needs early and responding with targeted instruction, we can help students build the skills and
confidence they need to become lifelong readers.

Megan Rathman
Curriculum Director
Title 1



Community Calendars

The Leyton One Acts team is taking orders for the 2027 Community Calendars!
Calendar: $5.00

If you wish to order a calendar, please fill out the order form below.

Orders, with payment, may be turned in through October 2, 2026 to:

Dalton office (PO Box 297, Dalton, NE. 691 31)
Gurley office (PO Box 178, Gurley, NE. 69141)

Please send to the attention of Deb Wieser, Leyton One Acts team.

Thank you for supporting Leyton One Acts!

YOUR NAME:

PHONE NUMBER:

EMAIL:

Number of Calendars: @ $5.00 =

Total Enclosed:
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Red Ribbon Week

“Make 4 Difference Be a Hero. Jtag Drug—ﬁee ’
October 26th—-30th, 2026

Dress-Up Days

Monday-Pajama Da
Dream Big & Aim for the Stars!
Wear appropriate sleepwear & slippers.

Future Career Da

Our Futures Are Too Bright for Drugs!
Dress up as what you want fo be in the future.

Class Color Day

Let Your Color Shine

Wear your assigned class color.
Pre-K- pink, Kindergarten- red, 1st- orange, 2nd- yellow, 3rd- green, 4th- light blue, 5th- dark blue,
6th- purple, 7th- black, and 8th- white. Support Staff: BE COLORFUL!

Thursday-Favorite Team Day
Cheer Others On to Be Drug-Free!

Wear a jersey or your favorite team's apparel.

Friday-Wear Red Day

“Red”-y to Be Drug-Free!
Wear red to celebrate the end of Red Ribbon Week!
*Bring a school-appropriate Halloween costume for the affernoon!




' e

ELEMENTARY/ R HiGH
TRUNK OR TREAT

WHO: ANY BUSINESS. CRGANIZATICN, GROUP. FAMILY OR INCIVIDUAL,
WHGC WANTS TC HCST A TRUNK GR TREAT TRUNK. BCCTH. TABLE
ETC. CECCRATICNS ANDC CREATIVITY ARE
WELCCOME! OR JUST COME AND HANC CUT
CANCY TC THE STUCENTS (115 STUCENTS)

WHERE: LEYTON ELEMENTARY-RCSE STREET

WHEN: TENATIVE TIME: FRICAY CCTOBER 30™ @ 2:45
THIS MAY CHANGE PENDING THE HS FCCTBALL PLAYGFF
SCHECULE. ****PLEASE CHECK FACEBCCK FCR
UPCATEC INFCRMATCN/CHANGES****

PLEASE CALL 308-884-2247 FOR MCRE
INFORMATION, TC RESERVE YOUR SPCT
CR MAKE A CONATICN.

RESERVATICNS DUE BY MCNCAY, CCTCBER 26TH.,



LABOR

O =< I
>

HARD WORK. STRONG ROOTS. BRIGHT FUTURES

SATURDAY AUCTION AT
: 5:30 PM

@ LEYTON HIGH SCHOOL GYM

ENJOY A DELICIOUS

MEAL

Outlaws Catering :
Brisket ~ Chicken Monterey : Itery!
Cheesy Potatoes ~ Corn  :
Salads ~ Rolls ~ Dessert

SUPPORT OUR MEMBERS. INVEST IN THEIR FUTURES. BUILD A ETHL



dress to impress

LEYTON LHS STUCO IS PROVIDING A FREE DRESS CLOSET FOR THOSE IN
NEED OF A DRESS FOR FORMAL DANCES!

PERSONAL TRY-ON SESSIONS AVAILABLE AT
LEYTON HIGH SCHOOL FOR FORMAL DANCES

THE BORROWED DRESS AND CAN BE RETURNED, SO OTHERS CAN
CONTINUE TO ENJOY IT!

DRESSES ARE LOCATED IN DALTON AT LEYTON HIGH SCHOOL!

CONTACT ALISON.HALEY®LEYTONWARRIORS.ORG OR 308-249-4198 FOR QUESTIONS & FITTING
APPOINTMENTS

*please no donations at this time, our closet is full. THANK YOU!



ALL ARE WELCOME

FOC

first Saturday of every month

COMMUNITY SHEPHERDS OF DALTON & GURLEY
404 FRANCIS STREET DALTON NE 69131
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